FRAGMENT OF LETTER TO DEVDAS GANDHI         45

I quite see that you cannot leave the work there and come
over here. I shall get hold of a copy ofPataka and read the arti-
cle about untouchables. I want to understand the other side
fully and, if I find dharma in it, I shall not hesitate for a moment to
give up my view. The arguments I have so far come across are
all based on tradition. I have yet to hear an argument based on
true dharma. I have taken up the problem of the untouchables
purely out of considerations of dharma. It has nothing to do with
politics. It certainly has political implications, but I have never
looked at it from that point of view. I should also like to add
that it is not my intention that tradition should never be respected.
The true dharma is unchanging, while tradition may change with
time. If we were to follow some of the tenets of Manusmriti1, there
would be moral anarchy. We have quietly discarded them alto-
gether.

With regards from

MOHANDAS

From the Gujarati original: G.W. 2793. Courtesy: Patwari
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[AHMEDABAD,]
September 99 1918

Surely you know that I am against the use of pulses by weak
persons* You know my fears about oil as well. All the doctors
suggested the use of mung2 and mung soup, and oil too. It is diffi-
cult, without the use of fats and what they call proteins, to rebuild
a body grown weak because of the vow not to take milk. Milk
protein and the fat it contains are easily absorbed in the blood
stream, but not so the fat in oils. All pulses contain protein, but
this protein is impossible [for a weak person] to digest. And yet
both [pulses and oil] were consumed, as I said above3. I think
that was a mistake. Such mistakes are bound to occur while I am
searching for a substitute for milk. It is just not possible to carry
on without some oil or other. The quantity to be taken will have

1 Laws of Manu, the Hindu lawgiver
2 An Indian pulse
3 Presumably in the part of the letter not reproduced in the source. Accord-
ing to Mahadev Desai, it described an upset caused by wrong food.